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Do you receive a hard copy?
Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine.  www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete issues
Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or 
Kran & Bühne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version 
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the 
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while 
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on 
the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Bühne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php

Do you read German?
Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Bühne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane 
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?
When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!  
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to 
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Use our on line access and lifting directory
Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to 
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and 
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as 
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.
English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies
The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access 
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to 
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies 
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter
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SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published eight times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00. 
If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT: 
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details. 
Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net
Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German 
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available 
on request. 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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City cranes - fad or useful tool? 
We delve into the history of 

the smaller city and All Terrain cranes 
to try and find the answer and also look at an

interesting alternative to City, AT or Truck cranes
for taxi crane work

Electrifying Lifts 33
The low-down on the latest developments in
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but over the past year, development has been
elsewhere. We check-out what's happening in
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Bauma is almost upon us so we preview the major 
highlights of the world's largest construction show
• Mast climbers and hoists - we take a look at the 

market and see what's available • Also in the issue -
Used aerial lifts, trailer cranes and small, self erecting

tower cranes
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We publish the first of a regular page from
PASMA the Access tower association.

Polls &Forum 46
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information on the new Cranes&Access
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In early January Martin Ainscough, of the

Ainscough crane hire family, announced the

launch of the UK's first on-line rental auction

site. The idea is that someone wishing to rent 

a crane, telehandler, aerial lift or just about 

anything, registers on the site and posts their

requirement. That enquiry is then directed to

any supplier who has registered to provide that product in that particular area.

Those suppliers can then bid anonymously for the work and the lowest bid will

be accepted - rather like e-Bay in reverse.

Reaction to the news from other hirers has ranged from negative to incredulous.

We have heard comments along the lines of: “is the man crazy?” and “what

does he think he is playing at?” 

Love him or hate him, Martin Ainscough is not one to dive in at the deep end

without having a careful look first, nor is he one to part with his money on a

whim. So what possible reasons could one of the UK's most successful crane

hire men have for diving into a venture which to some of the sharpest marketing

and business minds in the UK equipment rental industry appears to be a pure

folly? The fear of course is that the venture will turn every rental into an on-line

'haggle-fest', dragging down rental rates and setting low-price checks for 

contractors to use to beat up their rental suppliers. 

However, auctions can go either way; works of art and collectables, not to 

mention mobile phone and broadcasting licences, are sold via auction in order 

to achieve the best prices. Many people obtain great prices on e-bay for stuff

they would otherwise throw away. The difference here, though, is that it is the

seller, rather than the buyer, who is bidding. 

The specialist rental industry can hardly be held up as a beacon of intelligent 

pricing; a savvy buyer already holds his own auction among suppliers. The problem

for the hirer is he has to take the buyer's word for the competitive prices he

claims to have been offered or call his bluff. In an open on-line bidding process at

least you can see for certain what others have quoted. It might be surprising to

see how many of those crazy offers are a figment of the buyer's imagination?

When business is good and no one has an interest in making a stupid offer, 

perhaps it will establish positive benchmarks, giving hirers the confidence to 

shift rates upwards? 

On balance we should not be too quick to pass judgement on Ainscough - this

venture might just have the opposite effect to what most observers imagine.

Perhaps greater visibility of what companies are prepared to do in terms of price

will sharpen the industry up. The biggest challenge will be to attract enough 

serious users to the site.

No matter what your view, it is something new and innovative and should 

have no effect on a well-run operation, apart from providing more information… 

which is no bad thing.

Leigh W Sparrow

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor, 

stating if we may publish them or not.
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Tel: 010 570 4948  Fax: 010 553 0088
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The Netherlands
Hans Aarse

39 Seringenstraat, 3295 RN, 
S-Gravendeel, The Netherlands

Tel:+31-78 673 4007 Mobile:+31(0) 630421042
email: jfwaarse@planet.nl

UK and all other areas 
Pam Penny

PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK
Tel: +44(0)8707 740436  

email: pp@vertikal.net

Design & Artwork by:
bp design Ltd.

Tel: 01707 642141  Fax: 01707 646806
email: studio@bpdesign.info

ISSN: 1467-0852

© Copyright The Vertikal Press Limited 2006

Editors:
Leigh Sparrow

Mark Darwin

Associate Editors:
Ian Boughton 
Rüdiger Kopf

Alexander Ochs

Sales & customer support:
Pam Penny

Karlheinz Kopp

Production:
Nicole Engesser

Publisher:
Leigh Sparrow

The Vertikal Press Ltd.
MEMBERS OF

Letters, emails, faxes and 

phone calls are welcome and

should be sent to:

The Editor, 

cranes & access, 

PO Box 6998, Brackley

NN13 5WY, UK

Tel: +44(0)8707 740436 

Fax: +44(0)1295 768223

email: editor@vertikal.net

cranes
&access

The Vertikal Press also publishes:

For users & buyers of lifting equipment

c&a
comment

January / February 2007   Vol. 9 issue 1

January / February  2007  cranes & access  




