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Cash in on
scissors

SCISSOR LIFTS

S
ales of scissors are growing, but
not at the same pace in the UK
as a year or 18 months ago.

That is the verdict of Thor
Wickstrom, product development
manager for Genie in the US. “It is
becoming a commodity product
and is being used in much larger
numbers than before. In the past
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there was one scissor to every five work-
ers now there one is for every three work-
ers or even one scissor per worker.” 

He believes wider acceptance of scis-
sors for installing fire protection systems
in industrial buildings and the fall in
prices of scissors accounts for the contin-
ued demand for this product.

There are no major developments on
the horizon and changes in the scissor
products, he says, are now evolutionary
rather than revolutionary.”Rental com-
panies are looking for reliability and this
is what all scissor manufacturers have
been working on.”

In the UK, on-slab
19/20ft (5.8/6.1m) scis-
sors are one of the most
popular products along
with the 90-inch (2.29m)
wide Rough Terrain scis-
sors used for cladding.
That is why Genie will be
working over the next year to complete
its 90-inch (2.29m) platform line-up. At
Apex, this year it introduced the 4390 a
43-ft (13.1m) scissors. To this Genie
plans to add the RT 3390 and 5390, the
33ft (10m) and 53 ft (16.1m) scissors
respectively.

Pierrick Lourdain, marketing man-
ager for Pinguely- Haulotte, believes the
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scissor lifts with the
compactness and
manoeuvrability of
smaller scissors, and
delivered the four-
wheel CRT Series with
35 per cent gradeability
and double-doorway

clearance. Use of wide scissor arms has
resulted in the kind of stable and rigid
platform feel the operator has always
wanted but never got in a 1.75 metre
compact rough terrain scissor.” 

According to Motamed, the CRT
Series offers wide arm stance and large
cross sections measuring 10cm by 15cm
inside and 8cm by 15cm outside to pro-
vide improved strength, durability, and
reduced arm deflection and sway.

The platform deck on the CRT Series
scissors measures 2.92 metres by 1.65
metres and includes a deck extension of
0.91 metre. A lock-in-place entry gate
improves operator job-site productivity
by making it easier to load and unload
drywall sheets and other large cargo.
Additionally, fold-down rails allow for
passage through standard double doors.
The new CRT scissor also provides a
2.13 metre turning radius, standard
four-wheel drive and an optional oscillat-
ing axle to improve manoeuvrability. 

JLG, in addition, has introduced a
new mini rough terrain scissor – the 260
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market that is showing the biggest
growth when it comes to scissors is the
smaller electric models. “This sector is
growing very fast. Figures for Europe
show growth between 35-40 per cent.
The 20ft (6.1m) electric scissor lifts
account for 60 per cent of all scissor sales.”

This year, Pinguely-Haulotte has
come up with new electric scissor lifts
named “Compact” which won the Silver
Innovation Award at Intermat 2000. The
Compact 8 replaces the H 800 E model
and comes in both narrow and wide ver-
sions. The new all-purpose Compact 8 is
designed for congested sites and at a
height of 1.98 metres when stowed and a
width of 0.81metre, it can easily be
manoeuvred through a standard door-
way. It is also equipped with an anti-tilt-
ing (pothole) device. At the same time,
Pinguely-Haulotte has designed a wider
version of the model, the Compact 8W
platform, which will incorporate the
same features but have a width of 1.2
metres. This will take the load capacity
to 450 kg.   

The Compact 10 and Compact 12
with working heights of 10 metre and 
12 metre, respectively, complete this
new range of electric scissors. Pinguely-
Haulotte has plans to launch two more
smaller scissors next year.

Terex’s sales of scissors have been flat
over the past year, according to Steve
Filipov, Terex Lifting’s vice president
international sales and marketing. He
attributes this to the trend towards
smaller machines. “We haven’t been
competitive in the market for machines
with a working height of less than 30ft
(9.14 m).” But that is about to change
with the launch of its new TS34 series
scissor which has a working height of 8.3
metres. Filipov adds that it is also “five to
ten per cent cheaper” pricewise than the
model it replaces. Good news it seems all
around.  

Nifylift is also enjoying the boom for
smaller scissors. At Apex, it added a 17
metre rough terrain model to its Height
Rider line. The machine uses the same
basic chassis as the company’s 15 metre
rough terrain model, but with added
weight and lengthened boom sections.

Niche markets
Rough terrain, electric, on-slab/off-slab
are the buzzwords being applied to the
latest scissors being produced by manu-
facturers. Why rough terrain capability?
The answer, according to Farzin
Motamed, director of Product

Management for JLG, is that it will boost
on-site productivity. 

JLG has launched two such models in
its new Compact Rough Terrain Series:
the 10.06 metre 330CRT and the 12.2
metre 400CRT. “JLG now offers the
only compact 12.2 metre rough terrain
scissor lift on the market”, says Motamed.
“We have successfully combined the ver-
tical reach and terrainability of larger

MRT, a hybrid
of the JLG
26MRT for on
or off slab for

optimum productivity.The 260MRT has
standard four wheel drive and 35 per
cent gradeability. The compactness of its
narrow 1.75 metre chassis with standard
fold down rails allows easy access
through standard double doors as well as
manoeuvrability for on and off slab
applications.

UpRight, likewise, is aiming at a niche
market with its new XRT-E rough ter-
rain electric scissors, based on the XRT
Rough Terrain scissor range. The XRT -
E electric series provides a further devel-
opment of the all-terrain scissor by
marrying the XRT’s ultra study rough
terrain chassis, gradeability and platform
with an electric power pack to create a
machine equally at home outside on
poor ground and inside closed buildings.
The XRT Electric, although only two-
wheel drive, has a similar “differential
lock effect” drive system arrangement to
the diesel XRT to avoid the loss of
motive effort when a wheel becomes
unloaded.

Another innovation being applied by
UpRight to its small and medium scissor
ranges is the “Whisper-Drive” Electronic
Motor Control (EMC) Drive System.
Linked to new electrical and hydraulic
system arrangements, this new motor
control unit offers a wide range of bene-
fits, including quieter operation,
improved efficiency, smoother control
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and enhanced
reliability. The
EMC system is
being fitted to the
MX15 and MX19 micro scissors
and UpRight’s compact electric
heavy duty industrial-type scissors
– X20N (narrow), X20W wide,
X26 and X32.

Instead of the motor driving the
pump at full speed whenever the
machine is switched on, as with tra-
ditional systems, UpRight’s EMC
regulates voltage to give the required
motor speed. When full speed is not
required, the EMC allows slower
pump/motor activity resulting in
very quiet machine operation,
almost inaudible at low speeds. This
also conserves energy for prolonged
battery life and greater efficiency,
according to the company. 

Snorkel, had nothing new to show this
year only its existing range of five scissor
lifts. But David O’Dell, Snorkel’s vice
president sales and marketing, says the
company is planning to launch a new
19ft (5.8 m) scissors. “We have been in a
consolidation period and now plan to
introduce new models at ARA and
Bauma next year.” 

Manitou, which went into bed with
US based MEC last year, is also cashing
in the trend for smaller compact scissors.
It offers compact machines, ranging
from 6.5 metres to 8 metres with capaci-
ties ranging from 227 kg to 340kg, all
with roll out deck extensions.

At Apex, it showed a new addition –
the new diesel series DLX. The 145
DLX is the flagship model of the range.
The rough terrain model has four drive
wheels, two steerable wheels and has a
Kubota 30 hp engine. It is fitted with sta-
bilising jacks on all four wheels to keep it
stable on uneven ground. It has a large
working area and a load capacity that
enables it to be used for cladding metal
girders. 

ing height of 9.75 metres and a lift capac-
ity of 567 kg while the V3268RT has a
working height of 11.6 metres and a lift
capacity of 453.5 kg.

Bigger scissors
German manufacturers have been busy
at the heavier end of the scissors product
market. Liftlux launched a massive 34
metre high working height SL 320-30
this year at Intermat. The 40 tonne scis-
sor has a 32 metre platform height with
an optional six metre mini-scissor on the
deck which can take the maximum work-
ing height up to 40 metres.

Meanwhile, German lift company
Lodige GmbH has just announced that it
is launching its range of heavy duty
hydraulic scissors into the UK market.
These are hydraulically powered and
designed for a minimum load capacity of
10 tonne rising to 50 tonne with platform
sizes up to 20 metres. Single, tandem or
double scissors ensure even distribution
of the lifting effort over the whole plat-
form area. Since each scissor lift is
designed and manufactured in-house by
Lodige, the company can easily modify
standard units to customer requirements
in terms of platform size but also plat-
form application by facilities such as
roller beds, ball decks and flat beds. ■
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SL320-3OD, 
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in Saabrucken,
Germany
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Time Condor launched three new
scissors during the year. It completed its
slab scissor lift line with the introduction
of a brand new V3148XL, a 31 foot
(9.48m) narrow scissor. The model has a
zero inside turning radius and a 3ft (0.91
m) see-through extension deck. In addi-
tion, it has new pothole protection
guards that fold up under the belly pan.
These are designed to lower when the
scissor arms start rising.  

Time Condor has also added two new
rough terrain scissors to the product
range – the V2668RT and the V3268R.
Both are four-wheel drive and come with
a swing-out engine allowing for easy
maintenance. The V2668RT has a work-


