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Having said this telehandler rental companies are reporting
almost unsustainably high utilisation levels largely driven
by the deep ‘de-fleeting’ that went on when the housing
market collapsed. Long lead times for new equipment
together with a lack of long-term visibility are clearly 
putting a brake on any rapid fleet expansion. The access
sector is a little less restrained with fleet numbers 
beginning to rise again, partially due to improved returns
but also due to the continuing growth in low level powered
access that is bolstering fleet unit numbers. 

Top 30 Crane, Powered Access & 
Telehandler rental companies 2011

UK & Ireland t o p  3 0c&a

While the crane hire industry has
recovered a little from the depths of
2009 and 2010 it is still very fragile.
Amazingly, while several companies
came close to failing as banks
became aggressive with those 
companies that boasted a strong
balance sheet, most survived and
were able to restructure their debts.
At least two sizeable companies
didn’t – Bryn Thomas and South
West Crane Hire - however both
chose to file for bankruptcy with
the management buying back the
assets and starting up again under
the same branding. So at the end of
the day the crane industry has seen
almost no fall out. The result has
been a reduction in fleet numbers,
lower utilisation and weak rates - 
at least among the mobile and
tower crane companies. 
Crawler and mini crane rental 
companies have fared much better
with Weldex - the UK’s largest
crawler crane company - continuing
to post healthy profits under new
owner Dunedin Capital Partners.
Heavy lift specialist ALE has also
continued to expand both its heavy
lift operation and the day to day
fleet. 
Benelux transplants Mammoet 
and Sarens have also continued 
to do well although the change of 
management at Mammoet may yet
see a change in strategy. However
there are no indications of this at
the moment.

Cranes
T O P  3 0  M O B I L E  C R A N E  H I R E R S

Company                       ATs/RTs   Crawlers    Mini                Mobile   Industrial Spider Total
                                      Trucks     Over 12t     Crawlers         Tower     Pick and Cranes
                                                                         Less than 12t  Cranes    Carry
Ainscough                      450          5                  0                       0              0 0 455
Hewden                          156          0                  0                       0              0 0 156
Mammoet                       120          0                  0                       0              0 0 120
King Lifting                      84            0                  2                       1              0 2 89
Quinto                             65            0                  0                       2              3 0 70
Marsh Plant                    62            0                  0                       0              0 0 62
Bronzeshield                   60            0                  0                       3              0 0 63
Baldwins                         60            0                  0                       0              0 0 60
Emsley                            55            0                                         1              0 0 56
Crane Hire Ltd                 37            0                  0                       0              0 0 37
Specialist Hire Group²     36            0                  0                       0              0 0 36
Southern Cranes             36            0                  0                       2              1 0 39
Whyte Crane Hire          35            0                  0                       0              0 0 35
Davies Crane Hire           32            2                  0                       0              0 0 34
William O'Brien               30            0                  0                       0              0 0 30
McNally's Crane Hire      30            3                  0                       0              0 0 33
NMT                               30            0                  0                       3              4 0 37
Kavanagh                        29            1                  0                       0              0 0 30
Emerson                         28            0                  0                       0              0 6 34
MacSalvors                    26            0                  0                       0              0 0 26
John Sutch Cranes         25            0                  1                       6              0 0 32
Sparrows                        25            0                  10                     0              0 5 40
J Hewit Crane Hire         24            0                  0                       0              0 0 24
Dewsbury & Proud         22            0                  1                       0              0 2 25
Bryn Thomas Cranes      22            0                  2                       3              4 0 31
Bob Francis                     22            15                1                       0              0 0 38
Sarens UK                       21            18                0                       0              0 0 39
Aba Crane hire                20            0                  0                       0              0 0 20
Port Services                  18            0                  0                       0              0 0 18
Millenium Crane Hire      18            0                  0                       0              0 0 18
City Lifting                      12            0                  1                       14            0 4 31
Kier Plant                       10            8                  0                       0              0 0 18

Our survey for 2011 clearly highlights the fact that the UK rental industry is
beginning to pull out of the recession. It is also clear that telehandlers and
powered access have fared significantly better than the crane sector. Not
that the industry is clear of the rapid 
readjustment from the boom years 
between 2005 and 2008. There are 
almost certain to be some further 
casualties as higher used equipment 
prices and cash flow pressures 
encourage lenders to move in on the 
highly indebted.

TO P  C R AW L E R  C R A N E  H I R E R S  
Company                            Total units            Full size                        Minis
Weldex                                112                        110                                       2
AGD                                     91                          56                                       35
NRC                                     81                          60                                       21
BPH                                     41                          41                                         0
Select Plant                         40                          38                                         2
Q-Plant                                30                          30                                         0
Bob Francis                         16                          15                                         1
Sarens                                 12                          12                                         0
ALE                                      10                          10                                         0
Kier Plant                             8                            8                                           0
Ainscough                           5                            5                                           0
Emerson                              6                            0                                           6
McNally                              3                            3                                           0
Davies Crane Hire               2                            2                                           0

Mini crawlers
GGR UNIC                           132                        0                                       132
Tracked Access                   42                          0                                         42
Coppard Plant                      25                          0                                         25
Sparrows                             15                          0                                         15
Easi Uplifts                          18                          0                                         18
Hird                                     18                          0                                         18
JT Crane Services              11                          0                                         11
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Cranes continuedt o p  3 0 c&a
Methodology
As in previous years, we have sent a form out to every company that we 
feel might qualify as one of the 30 largest fleets, own one of the 30 largest
machines or be one of the largest players in each specialist segment. We
also advertised the process on line (www.vertikal.net) and posted the blank
forms for anyone to complete and return. The most likely candidates are sent
reminders and when responses are not received contacted by phone. Finally
if all else fails we estimate a company’s fleet based on last year’s numbers
and input from as many industry insiders as possible. 

Our aim though is to keep the 'estimated fleets' to less than five percent or
two or three companies within each chart and this year we have once again
achieved that target.

The Top 30 report - as with any survey - is open to error and of course abuse,
which we keep a keen eye out for. Questionable data is thoroughly examined
and in some very rare cases we adjust the input! On the whole most 
respondents appreciate that 'you only get out what you put in' and play fair,
but of course we cannot guarantee 100 percent accuracy.

If you do spot some glaring errors or question the authenticity of some of the
data we have been given,
please don't keep it to 
yourself. Let us know and
we will take note in 
preparation for next year.
In the meantime we would
very much like to thank all 
of you who participated and
took the time to help us
update and produce what 
we hope proves to be a 
very useful report.

TO P  1 0  TO W E R  C R A N E  C O M PA N I E S
Company                                           Total Units                           Top Slewers                 Self Erectors
Select Plant                                           288                                        288                                                     0
HTC                                                        195                                        195                                                     0
Falcon Crane Hire                                  171                                        165                                                     6
London Tower Crane                             160                                        140                                                   20
Arcomet                                                 155                                        115                                                   40
Mantis Cranes                                       95                                          10                                                     85
City Lifting                                              84                                          72                                                     12
Kier Plant                                               75                                          68                                                       7
Ladybird                                                66                                          32                                                     34
Bennetts Cranes                                    58                                          55                                                       3
Irish Cranes&Lifting                               29                                          29                                                       0

L A R G E S T  TO W E R  C R A N E S    
Company                                         Model                                                                            Capacity 
Select                                                 Comedil CTL630 32                                                             630tm
HTC                                                    Wolff 500B                                                                           540tm
Falcon                                                Jaso J600                                                                            410tm
Arcomet                                             Potain MD365                                                                      365tm
Kier                                                     Potain MD345B 12                                                              350tm
Bennetts Cranes                                Jost 316                                                                               316tm
London Tower Crane                          Yongmao STT293                                                                 293tm
City Lifting                                          Comansa 21LC290                                                              290tm
Mantis                                                Saez TL65                                                                            130tm
Ladybird Cranes                                 Potain MCT 88                                                                       88tm

ECO LIFT
outrigger pads
• Manufactured in Germany to the highest standards
     from regenerated polyethylene
•  Safe and easy to handle will not splinter
• No water absorption
•  High resistance to impact and vertical pressures
•  Under normal working conditions unbreakable
•  Inbuilt memory, adapting to working surface
•  Custom sizes available
•  Supporting - mobile cranes, self erecting
      tower cranes, loader cranes, aerial work platforms,
      concrete pumps, tele handlers
•  Load bearing capacities from 5 to 300 tonnes
• Lifetime warranty against breakage

Bill Green @ PLC Sales
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 674 154 Mob: +44 (0) 7885 020 582

Fax: +44 (0) 1449 674 173
Email: sales@outriggerpads.co.uk Web: www.outriggerpads.co.uk

The U
K’s Leading Supplier
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t o p  3 0c&aL A R G E S T  M O B I L E  C R A N E S     
Company                               Model                                              Capacity
Sarens UK                               Demag PC9600                                     2,000t
ALE                                          Gottwald MK1500                                 1,500t
Mammoet                               Liebherr LTM11200                               1,200t
McNally                                   Liebherr LTM11200                               1,200t
Port Services                           Terex Demag TC2800-1                        1,000t
Baldwins                                 Liebherr 11000DS                                 1,000t
William O'Brien                        Terex Demag AC800                                800t
Ainscough                               Liebherr LTM 1500                                   500t
Crane Hire Ltd                         Demag AC500-2                                      500t
Bronzeshield                            Liebherr LTM1500-8.1                              500t
Bryn Thomas                           Grove GMK 7450                                     450t
NMT                                        Terex Demag AC350                                400t
Kavanagh                                 Demag AC350-1                                      350t
King Lifting                              Demag AC350/6                                      350t
PCH                                         Grove GMK 6300                                     300t
John Sutch                              Liebherr LTM1250-6.1                              250t
Davies Crane Hire                    Terex AC250-1                                         250t
Emerson                                  Terex AC250-1                                         250t
City Lifting                               Faun ATF 220G-5                                     220t
Crowland Cranes                    Faun ATF 220G-6                                     220t
Aba                                         Grove GMK5220                                      220t
PP Engineering                        Faun ATF 220G-5                                     220t
Horizon Crane Hire                  Faun ATF 220G-5                                     220t
Southern Cranes& Access      Grove GMK5220                                      220t
Emsley                                     Liebherr LTM1200                                    200t
Walsh Crane Hire                    Liebherr LTM1220                                    200t
Abba Crane                             Liebherr LTM1200 5.1                              200t
Specialist Hire Group              Terex-Demag AC200-1                             200t
Sparrows                                 Terex-Demag AC200-1                             200t
J Hewitt Crane Hire                Grove GMK5180                                      180t



L A R G E S T  C R AW L E R  C R A N E S     
Company                                         Model                                                            Capacity in tonnes
Sarens                                               Terex CC8800-1                                                                   1,600t
ALE                                                    Terex CC8800-1                                                                   1,600t
Weldex                                               Liebherr LR 11350                                                                1,350t
McNally                                             Liebherr LTR 11200                                                              1,200t
Ainscough                                          Terex CC2800                                                                          600t
NRC Plant                                          Hitachi Sumitomo SCX2800                                                   285t
BPH                                                    Kobelco CKE2500                                                                    250t
Q-Plant                                               Kobelco CKE1800                                                                    180t
Kier Plant                                            Hitachi Sumitomo SCX1200-2                                                120t
AGD Equipment                                 IHI CCH1200                                                                            120t
Bob Francis                                        Manitowoc 1000                                                                     100t
Davies                                                Terex TCC600                                                                            60t

t o p  3 0 c&a
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C R A N E  C O M PA N I E S  A N D  I N V E S T M E N T  
Company                                     Investment past 12 Months         Depots                           Employees
Sarens UK                                                   £36,500,000                              3                                      103
ALE                                                             £30,900,000                              23                                    775
Ainscough                                                   £27,100,000                              28                                    915
Weldex                                                        £18,000,000                              2                                      120
McNally                                                      £10,000,000                              5                                      220
King Lifting                                                 £5,000,000                                8                                      180
Port Services                                               £4,000,000                                4                                        75
Bronzeshield                                                £4,000,000                                3                                        80
Whyte Crane Hire                                       £3,000,000                                2                                        52
Emsley Crane Hire                                      £2,000,000                                2                                        65
GGR UNIC                                                   £1,750,000                                3                                        70
NMT                                                            £1,650,000                                3                                        46
Horizon Reinforcing and Crane Hire            £1,450,000                                1                                        15
City Lifting                                                   £1,100,000                                2                                        85
Southern Cranes & Access                         £1,100,000                                4                                        65
Millenium Crane Hire                                  £1,100,000                                1                                        27
Cramscene                                                  £1,000,000                                2                                        22
NRC                                                            £1,000,000                                2                                        37
Specialist Hire Group                                  £985,000                                   4                                        50
Marsh Plant                                                £900,000                                   6                                      115
Dewsbury & Proud/Crane Hire Midlands    £800,000                                   2                                        30
Mantis Cranes                                            £750,000                                   3                                        25
Davies Crane Hire                                       £750,000                                   3                                        42
Quinto                                                         £500,000                                   6                                      130
Berry Crane Hire                                         £400,000                                   2                                          9
Peter Hird                                                    £400,000                                   3                                        43
AGD                                                            £300,000                                   1                                        70
John Taylor Crane Services                        £143,000                                   2                                          8
Hewden                                                      £0                                               19                                    200
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While the access sector has 
bounced back well, some of this 
is due to the on-going fleet 
rationalisation that has occurred. Skylift failed in
Ireland, While ES Access closed its doors in the UK.
High Level Platforms was acquired by Kimberly, Swift
by GT Access along with Plat4ms, AFI took over the
AJ Access fleet. This has to some degree been offset
by some new entries such as Premier Platforms and
Bella Access and the expansion of Riwal following its
entrance last year. Most of the organic growth though
has come from either mid-range players such as
Lifterz or big generalists such as Speedy which has
significantly added to its access fleet this year. 

Access

TOP 15 TRUCK MOUNTED FLEETS
Company                          Total      Truck mounted Van mounted
Lavendon Access              608        331 277
Access Hire Nationwide    429        53 376
Loxam                               280        130 150
Facelift                               105        80 25
Easi Uplifts                        102        62 40
Smart Platform Rental      75          70 5
Warren Access                 42          15 27
Orion                                 35          35 0
Manlift                               32          30 2
Blade Access                    22          22 0
Wilson Access                  14          14 0
Rapid Platforms                 8             8 0
Kimberly                            8             8 0
AA Access                        8             8 0
Zenith Platforms               3             3 0
Acrolift                              3             3 0

t o p  3 0c&a





Platforms are increasingly 
used for aircraft maintenance

T O P  3 0  P O W E R E D  A C C E S S  C O M PA N I E S
Company                                 Total                   Booms                        Scissors                   Spider Lifts                     Push arounds           Truck mount                 Van Mount            Trailer lifts
Lavendon Access                      11,541                 4,135                           5,588                         72                                    1,124                         331                                 227                                       14
AFI                                            4,524                   1,610                           2,588                         0                                      324                            0                                     0                                             2
HSS                                           4,217                   929                              2,123                         0                                      1,016                         0                                     0                                         149
Easi UpLifts                               2,477                   1,377                           827                            95                                    31                              62                                   40                                         45
A-Plant                                      2,442                   870                              1,161                         0                                      386                            0                                     0                                           25
UK Platforms                             2,294                   973                              1,321                         0                                      0                                0                                     0                                             0
Kimberly                                    2,191                   728                              1,396                         3                                      54                              8                                     0                                             2
Hewden                                    1,939                   1,012                           927                            0                                      0                                0                                     0                                             0
Hi-Reach                                   1,822                   592                              790                            16                                    404                            0                                     0                                           20
Loxam                                      1,600                   620                              700                            0                                      0                                130                                 150                                         0
Charles Wilson A                      871                      370                              445                            6                                      40                              0                                     0                                           10
Facelift                                      737                      230                              324                            33                                    7                                80                                   25                                         38
GT Access                                 641                      198                              386                            14                                    39                              1                                     0                                             3
Lifterz A                                     509                      160                              267                            1                                      79                              0                                     0                                             2
Elavation A                                502                      152                              230                            0                                      120                            0                                     0                                             0
Highway Plant A                       455                      155                              250                            5                                      25                              0                                     0                                           15
GPT                                           450                      240                              200                            0                                      0                                0                                     0                                           10
Riwal                                         442                      139                              289                            14                                    0                                0                                     0                                             0
Access Hire Nationwide           429                      0                                  0                                0                                      0                                53                                   376                                         0
Aerial Platform Service             400                      150                              250                            0                                      0                                0                                     0                                             0
KDM Hire                                  354                      88                                228                            8                                      24                              0                                     0                                             6
Platfinder A                               345                      100                              200                            15                                    30                              0                                     0                                             0
Horizon Platforms                     336                      68                                232                            0                                      35                              0                                     0                                             1
LTS                                            303                      49                                169                            0                                      85                              0                                     0                                             0
Mr Plant                                    302                      42                                157                            1                                      102                            0                                     0                                             0
PAS                                           301                      130                              171                            0                                      0                                0                                     0                                             0
Manlift                                       294                      140                              105                            7                                      5                                30                                   2                                             5
Peter Hird A                              242                      126                              106                            0                                      10                              0                                     0                                             0
2 Cousins A                              225                      75                                138                            5                                      5                                0                                     0                                             2
Southern Cranes & Access       106                      64                                42                              0                                      0                                0                                     0                                             0
Rapid Platforms                         70                        25                                20                              12                                    4                                8                                     0                                             1

LARGEST TRUCK MOUNTED LIFTS
Company                                                                 metres
McNally                                  101m Wumag WT1000
Blade Access                          101m Wumag WT1000
Easi-Uplifts                                 88m Bronto S90HLA
Zenith Platforms                          88m Bronto S90HLA
Lavendon Access                        70m Bronto S72HLA
AA Access                                  68m Bronto S70XDT
Zenith Aerial Platforms                68m Bronto S70XDT
Loxam                                      63m Mutitel J2365TA
Facelift                                       59m Bronto S61XDT
Orion Access                              59m Wumag WT610
Wilson Access                            51m Wumag WT530
Manlift Hire                               43m Wumag WT 450
Rapid Platforms                         43m Wumag WT 450
Kimberly                                     42m Bronto S44HDT

t o p  3 0c&a
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Access c o n t i n u e d

A = Access Link Members
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Access c o n t i n u e dt o p  3 0 c&a
L A R G E S T  P L AT F O R M S

Company                            Boom                          Truck mount                 Scissor                                    Spider lift                                      Trailer Lift
Lavendon Access                 46m JLG 150HAX       70m Bronto S72HLA      32m Liftlux SL320/25                28m Teupen Leo 30GT        15m Nifty 170TPE
Facelift                                 46m JLG 150HAX       59m Bronto S61XDT      15m Skyjack 9250                    36m Palazzani Mantis           26m Denka DL28
Hi-Reach                               46m JLG 150HAX       n/a                                  31.7m Holland Lift G320D         28m Teupen Leo 30GT            15m Nifty T170
Riwal                                   46m JLG 150HAX       n/a                                  31.7m Holland Lift G320D         34m Teupen Leo 36GT                                n/a
Easi Uplifts                           41m Genie Z135/70     88m Bronto S90HLA      24.5m Liftlux SL245-25             50m Skako Lift FS 520C         15m Nifty T170
Hewden                                41m Genie Z135/70     n/a                                  31.7m Holland Lift G320D         n/a                                                              n/a
UK Platforms                        41m Haulotte H43TPX n/a                                  31.7m Holland Lift G320D         n/a                                                              n/a
Charles Wilson                     41m Genie Z135/70     n/a                                  16m Genie GS5390                   12m Hinowa GL14.70            15m Genie TZ50
Manlift Hire                          46m JLG 150HAX       43m Wumag WT450     26m Liftlux SL26d                     32m Palazzani Ragno 34                        Omme
A-Plant                                 41m Genie Z135/70     n/a                                  24.5m Liftlux SL245-25             n/a                                           15m Nifty T170
Kimberly                               41m Genie Z135/70     42m Bronto S44HDT      31.5m Holland Lift G320DL30   28m Teupen Leo 30GT       15m UpRight TL49
AFI                                       41m JLG 1350SJP       n/a                                  31.7 Holland Lift G320D            n/a                                           10m Nifty T120
Aerial Platform Service        41m JLG 1350SJP       n/a                                  26m Liftlux SL260-25                n/a                                                             N/A
Powered Access Ser            41m Genie Z135/70     n/a                                  32m Liftlux SL320                                                                                             
Active Platforms                  38m Genie S125          n/a                                  16m Genie GS5390                   n/a                                           11m Aerial K13
GPT                                      38m Genie S125          n/a                                  16m Genie GS5390                   n/a                                      15m UpRight TL49
KDM Hire                             38m Genie S125          n/a                                  20.5m Liftlux SL205 25             15m                                        15m Nifty T170
Loxam                                  30m Genie S105          63m not disclosed         16m Genie GS5390                   n/a                                                              n/a
Lifterz                                   24m Genie Z80/60       n/a                                  20.5m PB Liftechnik 225-120   19m Bluelift C21                     10m Nifty T120
Peter Hird                             24m Genie Z80/60       n/a                                  13m Genie GS4390                   n/a                                                              n/a
2 Cousins                             24m Haulotte HA260   n/a                                  13m Genie GS4390                   12m Hinowa GL14.7               15m Nifty T170
GT Access                            26m Genie S85            18m CTE Zed20             15m Holland Lift                       28m Teupen Leo 30                                    n/a
Southern Cranes & Access  26m Genie S85            n/a                                  10m Snorkel 3284                    n/a                                           10m Aerial K12
Orion Access                        20m Genie S65            59m Wumag WT610     10m UpRight XRT33                 32m Palazzani TSJ 34             10m Nifty T120
Horizon Platforms                 20m JLG 660SJ           n/a                                  16m Genie GS5390                   n/a                                                              n/a
Mr Plant Hire                        19m Nifty HR21DE       n/a                                  12.5m Skyjack 8841                 n/a                                           15m Nifty T170
Elavation                              19m Nifty HR21           n/a                                  16m Genie GS5390                   n/a                                                              n/a
London Tower Service          19m Nifty HR21           n/a                                  13.5m Skyjack 9250                 n/a                                           10m Nifty T120
Rapid Platforms                    19m Nifty HR21           43m Wumag WT 450    13.5m Skyjack 9250                 27m Skako Lift FS290               10m Nifty 120 
Clements                              15m Nifty HR17                                                 12m JLG 3969                          14m Nifty VM160           11.5m UpRight TL38
HSS                                      10m Nifty HR12           n/a                                  10m Genie GS3246                   n/a                                                              n/a
Higher Access                      n/a                               n/a                                  n/a                                            34m Teupen Leo 36T                                  n/a
The Spiderlift Co                   n/a                               n/a                                  n/a                                            48m Teupen Leo50GT                                      

C O M PA N Y  D E TA I L S  &  I N V E S T M E N T
Company Investment  Depots Employees
Riwal £5.60 million 3 18
Lavendon Access £5.17 million 43 856
AFI £5.0 million 20 255
Access Hire Nationwide £4.80 million 1 14
Facelift £4.02 million 7 150
A-Plant £3.91 million 106 1,900
GT Access £3.25 million 5 33
Easi-UpLifts Not disclosed 12 120
Charles Wilson £2.56 million 12 200
HSS £2.21 million 231 2,059
Blade Access Specialists £2.20 million 1 not disclosed
Kimberly £1.62 million 10 111
Horizon Platforms £1.41 million 1 22
Elavation £1.08 million 1 15
AA Access £0.80 million 1 6
Lifterz £0.76 million 1 24
Higher Access £0.73 million 2 12
Hi-Reach £0.58 million 8 68
Hewden Not disclosed 55 1,500
Southern Cranes & Access £0.50 million 4 65
Rapid Platforms £0.48 million 1 36
Wilson Access £0.45 million 1 19
Mr Plant Hire £0.42 million 2 48
PAS £0.40 million 3 17
Manlift £0.37 million 3 12
Warren Access £0.34 million 1 18
KDM Hire £0.25 million 2 69
UK Platforms Not disclosed 10 104
Peter Hird Not disclosed 3 43
Loxam Access Not disclosed 12 110
2 Cousins Not disclosed 1 8
Tracked Access £0.25 million 1 8
Acrolift £0.13 million 1 4
London Tower Service £0.12 million 1 10
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LARGEST SPIDER LIFTS
Company                                                                  metres  
Easi-Uplifts                             50m Skako Lift FS 520C
The Spider Lift Co                      48m Teupen Leo 50GT
Orion Access                           45.5m Palazzani TSJ 48
Tracked Access                           40m Palazzani XTJ42
Facelift                                      36m Palazzani Mantis
Riwal                                       34m Teupen Leo 36GT
Higher Access                           34m Teupen Leo 36GT
Manlift Hire                            32m Palazzani Ragno 34
Kimberly                                    28m Teupen Leo 30GT
Hi-Reach                                   28m Teupen Leo 30GT
Lavendon Access                       28m Teupen Leo 30GT
GT Access                                 28m Teupen Leo 30GT
Acrolift                                      28m Teupen Leo 30GT
Highway Plant                                27.7m Omme 3000
Rapid Platforms                          27m F.Schmidt FS290
Wilson Access                           21m Teupen Leo23GT
CAT Access Solutions        20m Platform Basket 21.10
Lifterz                                               19m Bluelift C21
2 Cousins                                    17.1m Hinowa 19.65
Platfinder                                    17.1m Hinowa 19.66
Elavation                                           15m Nifty TD170
Cotswold Tool & Plant               15m CTE Traccess 170
UK Platforms                    13m Platform Basket RQG15
Charles Wilson                             12m Hinowa GL14.7
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Believe it or not this is the eighth Top 30 survey to
include Telehandlers. In spite of some improvements
last year we still took some flack (justified) for still
missing some large players. This year we have
stepped up our efforts but are still struggling to
extract the right information from what is a much
more fragmented market than either cranes or
access. Progress has been made and what is clear
is that there are three clear categories of company
which is active in this market - around six or seven
large fleets, a similar number of companies with
between 200 and 350 and then below that a very

large number of general plant hire companies with 
a few telehandlers in each depot. 

The number of access companies expanding into this
market has tailed off - even reversed - with the fall in
2008 and the better returns to be made with powered
access. One thing is certain in spite of all our efforts
this year there will be errors and omissions. What we
ask though is that while it is still fresh you point them
out to us. Perhaps by the time we hit the 10th 
anniversary of the survey we will have something 
that is really meaningful?

Telehandlers t o p  3 0c&a

TO P  3 0  T E L E S C O P I C  H A N D L E R  C O M PA N I E S    
Company Total Units Fixed Largest fixed 360° Largest 360° Compact Main brand Depots Employees Investment 

past 12 months
Fork  Rent 1,610 1,384 17m 0 n/a 226 JCB 2 42 £30,950,000
A-Plant 1,179 1,172 17m 0 n/a 7 JCB 106 1,900 £1,265,000
UK Forks 1,100 965 18m 15 25m 120 JCB 6 90 Not Disclosed
GE 650 625 17m 25 21m JCB 26 290 Not Disclosed
Hessle 441 416 18m 25 30m Manitou 3 28 £1,600,000
Charles Wilson 398 398 18m 0 n/a 0 JCB 12 200 £6,000,000
Hawk 300 300 17m 0 n/a 0 JCB 6 600 £1,000,000
GPT 250 225 17m 25 21m Manitou 10 100 Not Disclosed
Anderton & Kitchen 240 220 18m 5 15 JCB 4 60 Not Disclosed
Selwood 231 183 17m 0 n/a 48 Merlo 30 418 £513,776
One Call 207 162 17m 0 n/a 45 JCB 7 85 £1,000,000
Greenwood Hire 200 115 10m 75 25m 10 Merlo 4 n/d Not disclosed
Easi-UpLifts 198 137 18m 19 30m 42 Manitou 12 120 Not Disclosed
Lynch Plant Hire 150 150 18m 0 n/a 0 JCB 2 300 Not Disclosed
HE Services 140 140 17m 0 n/a 0 JCB 11 200 Not Disclosed
Geoff Huntley Plant 128 128 17m 0 n/a 0 JCB 1 12 £158,000
Kier Plant 120 120 17m 0 n/a JCB 8 150 £800,000
MJ Hire 100 85 17m 0 n/a 15 Manitou/JCB 12 150 Not Disclosed
Emmitt Plant 86 78 17m 8 16m 10 JCB 9 25 £925,000
Marsh Plant 70 70 17m 0 n/a Manitou 7 120 Not Disclosed
Nixon Hire 68 68 17m 0 n/a JCB 14 260 £100,000
Hi Reach Access 68 68 17m 0 n/a JCB 7 65 £0
CBL 65 65 17m 5 25m Merlo/Manitou 9 150 Not Disclosed
WH Bond 60 60 17m 0 n/a 0 JCB 1 60 Not Disclosed
UK Platforms 55 55 17m 0 n/a Haulotte 10 104 Not Disclosed
Wilmslow Plant 50 50 17m 0 n/a 0 JCB 1 10 Not Disclosed
KDM Hire 40 40 17m 0 0 JCB 2 75 £0
Kimberly Access 39 39 18m 0 n/a Manitou 8 111 £0
GT Lifting Solutions 35 13 10m 22 25m Merlo 1 5 £900,000
Aerial Platforms 28 28 17m 0 n/a JLG 3 35 Not Disclosed




